
Appendix D – Comments from workshop held with Carlisle Local Committee 
Members

On 21 May 2015 a workshop was arranged with the Cumbria County Council 
members for Carlisle.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the Carlisle 
District Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft.  

The following councillors attended: 

Cyril Weber (Chair)
John Mallinson (Vice Chair)
Reg Watson (Chair of Highways Working Group)
Lawrence Fisher
William Graham
John Bell

In addition officers from the County and City Council were present to assist.

Set out below is the key feedback received from members grouped under the key 
topic areas of; Strategic Policy, Specific Locations and Development Sites

Strategic Policy

 Members expressed support for Carlisle City Council to progress 
development of a CIL as they consider this important if Carlisle is to deliver 
the infrastructure it requires.  

 A member raised some concern that if CIL is introduced it may affect the 
viability of housing development in Carlisle.

 Members wished to ensure that local schools had capacity to accommodate 
the effects of development and where not, developer contributions should be 
used to provide the spaces needed.

 Members wished to see development sites in locations where residents would 
have access to public transport and for larger sites to accommodate the 
routing of bus services.

 Members wished to ensure that development sites provide sufficient open 
space and integrate with their surrounding areas.  Where developments sites 
adjoin they also wished to see a “joined-up” approach to the design of open 
space to be undertaken.

 Members raised concerns that inappropriate development may detrimentally 
affect the character of villages and that important land between settlements 
may be encroached upon.

 Members considered that development at the Citadel needs to be a key 
priority for the City Centre and welcomed recognition of the site importance in 
the draft plan.



Specific Locations and Development Sites

 To the north of the River Eden in Carlisle, members were aware that there are 
limited school places and for developments to fund the spaces required as 
they come forward (sites ref. U1, U2, U10, U11 and U16).

 A member expressed concern about the effects of traffic of the development 
sites proposed in the south east of the City.  In particular there was concern 
about the potential for “rat running” through unsuitable parts of the highway 
network and increased congestion at junctions.  In addition it was asked that 
new developments demonstrate how they would integrate with passenger 
transport service provision.  (sites ref. U3, U4, U5, U13. U14 and U19).

 A member considered that the site of the Pennine Way Primary School (ref. 
U3) would be a good location for accommodation for those with increased 
care needs or elderly due to its proximity to the new community facilities being 
delivered on adjacent land.

 Members raised concerns about the potential for new development to 
increase congestion on London Road and expressed concerns about new 
developments accessing directly on to a busy route.

 In west Carlisle it was reported that there were already concerns about traffic 
speeds and safety, and concern was expressed about the possible effects of 
new development (sites ref. U6, U7 and U8) - new development sites needed 
to recognise this potential impact and integrate effectively with the existing 
road network.

 In Longtown a member highlighted that development value means sites may 
not be able to sustain the same levels of affordable housing as other parts of 
the district and welcomed the Local Plan’s reduced level of requirement for 
the town.

 A member was concerned about development in Wetheral (site ref. R19 and 
R20) encroaching into open countryside, which changes the character of the 
village.  The member also highlighted that local schools may not have the 
space to accommodate the effects of further housing development.

 In Warwick Bridge, a member expressed concern about the suitability of 
prospective access arrangements to site R17.


